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Diwan-Bahadur A. B. Latthe, who as Secretary of State of
an Indian Principality cannot be suspected, whether of ignor-
ance of the subject or of political extremism, has placed it on
record1 as his considered opinion, that, the British Government
in India being "a foreign power with no manner of concern
with the socio-religious life of the people," the British official
does "not conceive it as his business to see what is equitable
and fair." He illustrates that startling conclusion by taking the
example of a Hindu-Moslem quarrel over music before a
mosque. "A Hindu Prince/5 says Mr. Latthe, "might tell the
Moslems that their objection is unreasonable; a Mohamme-
dan Prince the Hindus, that it is improper to disturb the sanctity
of the mosque; a British magistrate would tell the parties to
prove their right in the legal sense of the word." For in the
British theory of government, "everything must be maintained
intact'5: the British ruler will only "record existing practice
and perpetuate it." That is his idea of being "impartial":
which is only a way of saying, that he is "divorced from the
social life of the Indian people, and that he has ceased to
influence life in India one way or another, except in the direc-
tion of perpetrating evils, by clothing them with the sanctity
of customs."  This  "impartiality"  of a  rule from without
found "communities and castes scattered all over the country,
differing in faith and customs from one another"; and imme-
diately presumed that they were "opposed to each other and
that their interests clashed." Hence the British ruler felt it
his duty to uphold each community's separate rights: but,
observes Mr. Latthe with great acumen, "the logical result of
this view was only to accentuate differences, to retard the
process of unification by the obliterating of differences, to
create a sense of differentness, where that sense did not exist
at all or only unconsciously, and to perpetuate all forces of
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